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practical message for the present age and a value unaffected by time 
and change?" (p. ix), thus making the book altogether practical for 
the modern man. 

There are, of course, some points where one will differ with the 
author. Thus his reconstruction of the Decalogue of Exod., chap. 34, 
which follows in the main Wellhausen's, will hardly commend itself to the 
majority of his readers who will be rather inclined to doubt that a 
decalogue originally underlay Exod., chap. 34. Nor will the rea- 
sons of Koster's Herstel, which are accepted by Kent (p. 42), appear 
cogent enough for most. One is somewhat surprised that in connec- 
tion with the desire of the Hebrews for sons, the modern theory 
which connects it with the practice of ancestor worship is not even in 
a footnote referred to; nor is it mentioned in connection with the 
Levirate marriage. One should have liked to see the right of 
redemption treated a little more fully, and not only the right, but also 
the duty of redemption brought out. One wonders that the reason is 
not more definitely given why the family clung with such tenacity to 
its inherited landed property. But, after all, such points where one 
inclines to differ from the author's position or treatment are few and 
do not impair the excellence of the book. 

The table of contents is so good and full as almost to fulfil the 
purpose of a topical index, but one misses the index nevertheless. 
Cross-references might perhaps also be multiplied to good advantage. 
The appendix contains a list of reference books, with judicious remarks 
which the students, for whom the book is written, will greatly prize. 

It is essentially a book for students who want to work and think ; 
for such no other book can be commended with such unreserved satis- 
faction. With the sincere thanks for a book which is excellent from 
beginning to end, may be coupled the earnest wish that the author 
may soon be able to publish his comparative studies of Semitic laws 
and judicial systems which he has promised in the preface. 

Julius A. Bewer. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary, 
Oberlin, O. 



Hebrew Ideals from the Story of the Patriarchs: A Study of 
Old Testament Faith and Life. Part I (Genesis, chaps. 
12-25). By Rev. James Strachan, M.A. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 204. $0.60, net. 

One who comes to this book in a spirit of criticism is at once dis- 
armed. The writer indorses the higher criticism as represented by 
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Dillmann and Delitzsch, but because their work has been done so well, 
and because a disproportionate attention to criticism has made the 
book of Genesis seem to many ministers today barren of spiritual 
teaching, we now need more of constructive and appreciative works to 
restore it to its full usefulness; for "my conviction is that when criti- 
cism has done its worst, or, as I for one prefer to say, its best, Luther's 
words will be as true as ever: Nihil pulcherius, Genesi, nihil utilius." 

Accordingly we find in the book hardly a suggestion of criticism. 
The stories are taken at their face value. Abraham is a real man, not 
a mere personification of tribal history. But whether he be history, 
legend, or fancy, and the story be early or late, the ideals are the 
ideals of the Hebrews at their best, which is what the book aims to 
present. Any reluctance to accept the author's standpoint is soon 
overcome by the charm of his style, in which frequent quotations 
from our best classical, German, and English writers find a smooth 
and appropriate setting. 

One closes the book with the feeling that its purpose has been 
accomplished. In the stories of Abraham and Isaac alone are found 
no less than 141 of these Hebrew ideals. A more prosaic mind might 
not find so many. But in this the book errs, if at all, in the right 
direction, and is a good corrective for that too matter-of-fact attitude 
that may result from exclusive attention to critical analysis. 

A close acquaintance with the Palestine of today is liable to rob 

the traveler of that enchantment that distance lends, and he needs to 

dwell the more on the ideal aspects of the Holy Land if he would be 

able to say, as did a recent traveler : " I have had many sweet illusions 

dispelled, but I have come back with a more precious Bible." This 

little book on Hebrew ideals will enable a man to come back from his 

critical studies on the Pentateuch with a more beautiful and spiritually 

more helpful Genesis. 

Dean A. Walker. 
South West Harbor, Me. 



The Grammar of Prophecy : An Attempt to Discover the Method 
Underlying the Prophetic Scriptures. By R. B. Girdle- 
stone. London and New York : Eyre & Spottiswoode, 190 1. 
Pp. xiii + 192. 

The word " prophecy " throughout this book is used as the equiva- 
lent of "prediction." The purpose of the work, therefore, is to indicate 
the principles and methods which must control the interpretation of 



